
 

 An Open Letter from High-Income Earners Willing to 
Share in the Solution to California’s Budget Deficit 

   

                      August 20, 2008 

 

To the Governor and the leaders in the California State Legislature: 

We, as high-income earning Californians, declare our willingness to share in the solution to 
the current state budget crisis. Recognizing the difficulty of balancing a more than $15 
billion dollar deficit, we encourage a nonpartisan solution that includes increases in 
revenue as well as cuts in spending. 

A responsible California budget keeps its commitment to meet the basic needs of our 
children, our elderly parents, our families and our future. While we acknowledge the 
necessity of some cuts to the budget, we know that pursuing a cuts-only approach will 
cause the greatest harm to the poorest in the state while hurting each and every one of us: 
all communities in California will suffer from closed parks and libraries, potholed roads 
and overcrowded schools. 

Though we have benefited personally from tax cuts and loopholes, we believe there are 
choices beyond budget cuts. We support raising revenues needed to prevent deeper cuts, 
including closing tax loopholes, restoring tax rates which were cut over the last decade and 
updating our tax system to reflect our changing economy. 

Thus we extend to you our willingness to have our income taxed at a higher rate.  In this 
way, we, the high-income earning Californians, will share in the solution to our current 
budget deficit. 

We urge your leadership on this issue. 

Thank you, 

Jonathan Frieman Suzanne Taylor Katharine King  Mal Warwick 
Andrew Rasmussen Anne Brown  Patti Breitman  Mark Foy 
Joseph Kresse  Lona Jupiter  Michael Merchant Elliot Hoffman 
John Harris  Rebecca Brackman Kathy Merchant Nicolas Szabo 
Eric Leenson  Mark Whisler  Whitney Merchant Robert Markowitz 
David Selsky  Peter Thiesen  Mike Kappus  Michael Hannigan 
Randy Saldinger Joan Poulter  Peter Stern  Kirby Sack 
Howard Nelson  Howard Poulter Martha Carey  Ralph Alpert 
Ocean Robbins  Roy Ulrich  Jonathan Lewis  Joan Smith 
Barry Hermanson Bob Ellis  Olivia Boyce-Abel Rodney Mara 
John Harrington  Elizabeth Gleghorn Kris Brewer  Arthur P. Stern 
David Teitel  Joseph Morrow Christine Newsom Stewart Teal 


