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Recall Race Tightens

M Cruz Bustamante, Arnold Schwarzenegger and Tom McClintock are in a three-way race to replace

Gray Dauvis if the recall wins.

paigning for the first part of the ballot — to recall Gov.

Davis — is now starting to rev up. The “NO” on recall
campaign has Dianne Feinstein commercials airing throughout
the state in which she talks about the harm it would do to
California and its residents. Gray Davis started airing his com-
mercials on Tuesday (Sept. 9) against the recall as well. So far,
there have been no specific commercials airing just for the vote
“YES” on recall, but individual candidates have been dealing
with the recall in their personal messages.

The recall election is just over three weeks away and cam-

There is unprecedented interest in the recall election — not
seen in most other elections. More than six in 10 likely voters
say they are “very” interested in following the recall election,
compared to just 38% of voters prior to the gubernatorial elec-
tion in 2002. Who will turn out to vote is the unknown factor in
determining whether the recall will pass and if so, who will be
the next governor. It is like playing a chess game — you cannot
just think of the current situation, but you have to anticipate who
will turn out to vote as it gets closer to the election.

According to a new Los Angeles Times Poll, the vote on the
recall measure has tightened to within three points. Fifty percent
of likely voters would vote to recall Governor Davis, while 47%
would vote against the measure. Just three percent are undecided.
In a Times’ August poll, there was a

rate his job performance positively, while 63% still have negative
feelings.

In the August poll, 33% of likely voters had a favorable
impression of the governor, while 65% had unfavorable opinions.
In the current poll, nearly two out of five likely voters have posi-
tive feelings, while 60% still have negative feelings.

Demographics

Party ID and political ideology: Gov. Davis has to shore up
more of the Democrats and especially moderate Democrats. This
poll shows that almost four out of five Democrats (79%) likely to
vote will not support the recall, while almost a fifth will.
Surprisingly, three in 10 moderate Democratic likely voters say
they will vote yes to recall the governor. Their share of voting
yes on the recall is up 10 points since last month’s poll. On the
other hand, virtually all liberal Democratic likely voters say they
will vote no on the recall (one in 10 will vote to recall Davis). In
reviewing L.A. Times’ exit polls from past elections, Democrats
supported the Democratic candidate much more heartily than
they are now supporting Davis in the recall election, with one
exception. In the 2002 gubernatorial election, Davis captured
81% of the Democratic voters and he barely beat Republican Bill
Simon, 47%—-42%. In 1998, 90% of the Democrats voted for the

governor and he handily beat

five point difference — 50% of like-
ly voters said they would vote to
recall the governor, while 45%
would vote against it. The survey
shows the second part of the ballot,
has Lt. Governor Cruz Bustamante
and actor/businessman Arnold
Schwarzenegger to within 5 points
of each other with state Senator Tom
McClintock in third place. Among
likely voters, 30% would vote for

since 1875.... 92

¢¢ Bustamante would, if
the recall passes and he garners
the most votes, become the first

Latino governor of California

Republican Dan Lungren by 20
points. In the 1996 and 2000 presi-
dential elections, former President
Bill Clinton and Democratic candi-
date Al Gore each received roughly
90% of the Democratic voters as
well and they each won solidly
against their Republican opponents.
The smaller share of Democrats vot-
ing against the recall would suggest
a problem spot for the governor.

Bustamante, 25% for

Schwarzenegger and 18% for McClintock. (Ueberroth received
8% of the vote, but he dropped out of the race while the poll was
in the field.) Three percent of likely voters would vote for
Arianna Huffington, 2% for Peter Camejo, while 8% would not
vote for a candidate and 5% are undecided. As will be discussed
later, each candidate has problems that they will have to over-
come in order to win on Oct. 7.

Recall of Governor Davis

In order to understand the chances of the recall measure pass-
ing or failing, one must identify the voters for each side. For
instance, Gov. Davis must look to his core group of voters to
help stave off his opponents — union members, minorities,
women, Democrats and liberals. On the other hand, the recall
measure has to win large percentages of Republicans, conserva-
tives, white and younger voters in order for the ballot measure to
pass.

Since the energy crisis, the governor’s job approval rating and
favorability ratings have been dismal. His job rating fell lower
than any governor had received since the Times asked the ques-
tion. Although the poll shows the same negative opinions that
voters had of Davis in previous polls, this poll shows that he has
stopped the bleeding. In the August Times poll, 26% of likely
voters approved of the way Davis handled his job as governor,
while 72% disapproved. In the current poll, 34% of likely voters
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Conservative Republicans who
are likely to vote are overwhelmingly for the recall (90%), as
well as more than two-thirds of moderate Republicans. Almost
three in 10 moderate Republicans say they will vote against the
recall. However this is an eight point decrease from the Poll’s
findings last month.

Independents or declined-to-state likely voters (including
minor party voters) are splitting their vote on the recall, 50% for
the recall and 47% against it. This is a substantial shift since the
August poll when independents were voting 64% to 36% in favor
the recall.

About as many likely voters who describe themselves as con-
servative are voting yes to recall Gov. Davis (85%) as likely vot-
ers who describe themselves as liberal are voting against the
recall (82%). Self-described moderates who are likely to vote are
more inclined to vote against the recall (53%) than for it (43%).

Gender, race and age: There is a gender gap on the first part
of the recall ballot. Nearly three-fifths of likely male voters will
vote to recall Gray Davis, while 54% of likely female voters will
vote against the recall. More importantly, Davis has to woo back
Democratic men. A quarter of Democratic men will vote yes on
the recall vs. 14% for Democratic women.

White voters make up about 70% of likely voters in the poll
and this group is voting to recall the governor. Fifty-four percent
of white likely voters say they will vote yes to recall Gray Davis,
while 43% will vote no. Black likely voters are overwhelm-
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ingly against the recall (subgroup too small to break out). In
some bad news for Davis — 53% of Latino likely voters are vot-
ing yes on the recall and 41% are voting no. This is a significant
net negative change from the August poll. In that survey, 45% of
Latino likely voters were against the recall and 39% were for it.
Latinos make up about 11% of the likely voters in the current
poll. (As an aside, in the past Latinos decide late in an election,
so it would be important to look for any shifts from this group.
This has been evident in voting against Propositions 187, the
anti-illegal immigration initiative and 226, the affirmative action
initiative.)

The younger voters, 18—44, are solidly behind the recall
(63%), while likely voters between the ages 45 and 64 are
against the recall (54%) and the elderly (65+) are divided (48%
each for and against the recall). The 18-29 year old group is too
small to give an actual percentage, but they are overwhelmingly
in favor of recalling Gov. Davis and are dividing their vote
among the top three candidates. (This younger group historically
does not turn out in large numbers, so it will be interesting to
note if their enthusiasm for Schwarzenegger will motivate them
to vote. Conversely, older voters are the ones who historically
vote and this may be some good news for Gov. Davis. However,
in the August poll, the elderly, 65+, were against the recall
(51%), while 46% were for it.)

Union household: Union voters were the meat of Gray Davis’
vote in 1998 and 2002 and he hopes they will support him in the
recall election. Unions have contributed lots of money to the “No
on Recall” campaign and endorsed Davis as governor. Hesitantly,
they have endorsed Cruz Bustamante as a safeguard to keep a
Democrat in office just in case the recall ballot wins. So, it was
interesting to note that union members and/or union households
are supporting the recall. The union leaders have yet to begin
their push with their rank and file and these numbers may turn
around. But for Davis, this must not be good news. Fifty-one
percent of union households likely to vote are supporting the
recall, while 45% of union households are against the recall.

California regions: As you would expect, the Bay Area and
Los Angeles county voters are solidly against the recall (70%,
58% respectively), while voters in the rest of southern California
and the Central Valley are heavily in favor of the recall (63%,
64% respectively). The rest of northern California voters are split
— 50% in favor of the recall and 47% against.

Share of the electorate

Who is more energized to come out to vote? The current regis-
tration figures from the Secretary of State show that Democrats
make up about 44% of the voters, Republicans make up about
35%, declined-to-state voters are 16% of registration and 5% of
the voters belong to minor parties. The Times poll shows that
Republicans are somewhat more motivated to come out to vote
than Democrats. Forty-five percent of likely voters are
Democrats, 16% independents and 39% are Republicans. (In the
Times 2002 exit poll for governor, 46% of the voters were
Democrats, 40% Republicans and 14% were independents and
minor party members.) And conservatives are also more ener-
gized. In the 2002 Times gubernatorial exit poll, 35% said they
were liberal, 30% moderate and 35% conservative. In the latest
poll, 38% of likely voters consider themselves conservative,
while 34% say they are liberal and 26% describe themselves as
moderates.

Latinos are about the same share as they were in the 2002
Times exit poll. In that election, 10% of the voters were Latino.
In this poll, 11% are Latino. (In the 2000 exit poll for president,
13% were Latino.) Some political consultants think the Latino
vote will be closer to the 2000 presidential election. African
American voters in the governor’s election in 2002 were 4% of
the voters, while in this poll 8% are African American. Three-
quarters of the electorate was white in the November *02 elec-
tion; in the current poll they represent about 70% of the elec-
torate.

Davis’ job approval and favorability ratings

Gov. Davis’ job rating is still negative, but it has improved
slightly. A third of likely voters approve of the way the governor
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is handling his job, while 63% disapprove. In the August poll,
26% approved of his job performance and 72% disapproved.
Democrats and liberals give him positive marks on his job per-
formance as do voters living in the Bay Area. However, among
moderate Democrats, 54% disapprove of his handling his job as
governor vs. 41% who approve. Latinos have a very negative
opinion of Davis’ job performance. Just 27% of Latino likely
voters approve of his job performance, while 72% disapprove.
Among whites, it is 30% to 67%.

Davis’ favorable ratings have gone up slightly, although still
negative. Now, almost two out of five likely voters have a favor-
able impression of the governor, while 60% have an unfavorable.
In last month’s survey, a third had a favorable opinion, while
65% had an unfavorable one. Moderate Democrats are split —
49% each favorable and unfavorable (which may be a problem
for Davis). Yet, three-quarters of liberal Democratic voters give
him a positive rating. More than three-fifths of independent vot-
ers have a negative opinion of the governor. Another group of
likely voters that have a positive impression of Davis is voters in
the Bay Area (63%). In Los Angeles County, voters are divided
— 499% favorable and 50% unfavorable.

When the poll asked which candidate has the best experience
for the job, 35% of likely voters say that Davis is the one. A
quarter of likely voters say McClintock is the candidate with the
best experience, followed by Bustamante at 20%. Just 1% of vot-
ers say Schwarzenegger has that attribute. Along with experience
for the job, 44% of likely voters also say that Davis increased
money for California’s schools and deserves some of the credit
for improvement in student test scores. Four out of ten voters
disagreed with that assessment. But nearly two out of five voters
agreed with the statement that Davis spends too much time rais-
ing campaign funds and not enough time working on the state’s
problems. Democrats and liberals are split on this issue, but all
other groups agree with this sentiment.

The candidates

Lt. Governor Cruz Bustamante, the only major Democrat on
the second part of the recall ballot, continues to maintain a slim
lead over a large field of candidates who would like to replace
Gray Davis as governor should the recall succeed. Bustamante
garnered 30% among likely voters compared to his closest rivals,
both Republicans— actor/businessman Arnold Schwarzenegger
with 25% and state Senator Tom McClintock with 18% of the
vote in the latest Los Angeles Times Poll. The survey found
Bustamante’s support has declined, McClintock’s has risen and
Schwarzenegger’s remained virtually unchanged since a Times
Poll taken three weeks ago. Bustamante’s lead has slipped from
the thirteen points over Schwarzenegger found in that previous
survey to a slim five points now (which is just inside the margin
of error.) The It. governor has been the subject of scrutiny in the
press and targeted by his rivals on the subject of his campaign
contributions from the Native American owners of gambling
casinos and his support of drivers licenses for illegal immigrants.

The outcome of this race remains far from certain, of course.
It has yet to enter the critical period just before the election dur-
ing which the candidates and their supporters aim resources at
the groups they hope will turn out and push them ahead to victo-
ry. Much depends on who actually shows up to vote on election
day.

In addition, voters are still making up their minds. While most
voters were able to name a favorite candidate, many said they are
still considering their options. Just over three in 10 of
Bustamante’s voters are still considering their vote, along with
42% of Schwarzenegger’s voters and more than half (54%) of
McClintock’s. Bustamante’s support is most firm, with seven in
10 who said they will definitely vote for their candidate. Fifty-
eight percent of Schwarzenegger’s voters and 46% of
McClintock’s voters are sure of their support.

Arianna Huffington, running an outsider’s campaign, garnered
3% of the vote in this survey and 2% voted for Green Party can-
didate Peter Camejo. Former Olympics advisor and Baseball
Commissioner Peter Ueberroth retired from the race on Tuesday
while the survey was underway, and garnered about 8% of the
vote over the entire period. This survey does not indicate to
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which candidates Ueberroth’s vote will go, and the former candi-
date has yet to endorse one of his erstwhile rivals, so that
remains one of the big unanswered questions of this race.

Schwarzenegger (23%) and McClintock (20%) are seen by
likely voters as able to provide the strongest leadership for the
state, followed by Davis at 18% and Bustamante at 14%. Not
surprisingly, since it is his issue, Schwarzenegger (42%) was
seen as the candidate who can best reduce the influence of spe-
cial interests in Sacramento, with Bustamante (7%) , McClintock
(8%) and Davis (5%) trailing behind.

Lt. Gov. Cruz Bustamante

Up until recently (and during the entire course of this survey),
Bustamante’s campaign has walked the fine line of opposition to
the recall and support for his own candidacy. His campaign
mantra has been “No on the recall, yes on Bustamante” and he
has focused on campaigning against the recall itself which, if not
passed, would make his and all other candidacies moot. About
half of Democratic likely voters would vote no on the recall and
yes for Bustamante when marking their ballot. The survey found
little evidence that a desire to elect Bustamante has driven up the
“no” vote on the recall — only five percent of likely voters say
they are both voting yes on the recall and voting for Bustamante.
About one in ten said they plan to vote no on the recall and not
cast a vote to replace Davis at all. Voters in the survey were split
(43% to 39%) over whether Bustamante is in touch with the
needs of average Californians as well as whether the It. governor
has been too much a part of Gray Davis’ administration to solve
the problems in Sacramento.

Bustamante’s rivals have attacked Bustamante’s acceptance of
campaign contributions from Native American-owned gambling
casinos, saying that these donations would present a conflict of
interest if Bustamante were elected governor and thus in a posi-
tion to negotiate contracts with the tribes. This line of attack may
be paying off, as negative campaigns often do. The general good-
will toward Bustamante found in an LA Times survey taken just
three weeks ago — as evidenced by his 48% favorable to 29%
unfavorable approval rating at that time — has eroded to the
point where half of likely voters now have an unfavorable view
of him, while his favorable rating has fallen to 41% in the cur-
rent survey. Bustamante’s campaign recently vowed to focus
more on their candidate and less on the recall.

A major problem for Bustamante is the erosion of support
among Latinos (65% of whom voted for Davis in 2002) and
Democrats in a race in which the Latino It. governor is the only
major Democrat on the ballot. Just under half (47%) of Latinos
picked Bustamante, compared to 51% in the previous poll. While
over half of Latino likely voters have a positive impression of the
It. governor, a large minority — 42% — do not.

Bustamante would, if the recall passes and he garners the most
votes, become the first Latino governor of California since 1875,
and a quarter of Latino voters responded positively to that idea,
saying they are more likely to vote for Bustamante because of it.
However, almost three-fourths said that it would make no differ-
ence to their vote. Overall, one in ten likely voters statewide said
they were more likely to vote for Bustamante for that reason, 4%
said they were less likely, and 85% said it made no difference.
Four out five Democrats overall remained unmoved by that argu-
ment, while 17% said they would be more likely to vote for him
because of it.

California Democrats aren’t exactly lining up behind their
party’s major candidate either. While the vast majority — just
under eight in ten — of likely Democrats are against the recall,
and 57% say they would vote for Bustamante (down from 65%
three weeks ago), more than one in ten say they are not planning
to cast a vote for a candidate at all and another four percent just
aren’t sure. It is largely the liberals who are driving the vote for
Bustamante among likely voters in his party, showing that there
is more ground to be gained in the middle than on the left where
he has been positioning himself of late.

Moderate and conservative likely Democratic voters are more
lukewarm to Bustamante’s candidacy at this point than those to
their left. More than two-thirds (68%) of liberal Democrats,
down from 74% in the last survey and only 42% of non-liberal

© Los Angeles Times 2003. All rights reserved.

Los Angeles Times Poll/California/Sept. 6-10, 2003

Democrats (down from 57% in the last survey) would vote for
him. While 78% of liberal Democrats had a positive impression
of the candidate compared to 10% who do not, that proportion
drops to 52% among non-liberal Democrats vs. two in five who
see him in a negative light.

Another area of vote slippage which Bustamante must look to
reverse in the coming weeks if he is to halt his slide in the over-
all vote is taking place among union households. While union
leaders have endorsed Bustamante and are urging their members
to vote against the recall, likely voters who live in union house-
holds are split 31% for the Democrat and 32% for
Schwarzenegger at this time. In the Aug. survey he led against
Schwarzenegger by 20 percentage points among this group.
Nearly three out of five union households voted for Davis in
2002.

Businessman Arnold Schwarzenegger

With 23% of the vote three weeks ago and 25% in this poll,
Schwarzenegger’s candidacy has shifted in composition but not
moved much in the overall vote. He leads among Republican
likelies by 45% to McClintock’s 31% and Bustamante’s 4%, but
conservatives, half of whom see the former actor as being to the
ideological left of them, are nearly evenly split 38% to 39% for
McClintock. Among all Republicans, Schwarzenegger has gone
from 39% in last month’s poll to 45% today.

Schwarzenegger’s share of the vote among moderates, Latinos,
and union households has increased as well, all groups which
supported Davis in the last two elections. Schwarzenegger has
been actively courting the Latino vote since the beginning of his
campaign, emphasizing his immigrant status as a point of shared
experience. While Latinos are more likely than other state voters
to say they are turned off by Schwarzenegger’s association with
former Governor Wilson and more than half said they are less
likely to vote for him because of it, support for Schwarzenegger
has more than doubled among Latino likely voters over the past
three weeks. Almost three out of every ten Latino likely voters
say they would vote for Schwarzenegger, up from 12% three
weeks ago. Still, this is a potential source of trouble for him,
since Pete Wilson is widely associated with Proposition 187
which is unpopular in the Latino community and elsewhere.

Overall, half of all likely voters said it made no difference to
their vote to know of the candidate’s association with Pete
Wilson. Those who objected did so strongly, however, with near-
ly three in ten saying that they were much less likely to vote for
Schwarzenegger because of it, along with another 7% who said
they were somewhat less likely. Thirteen percent said they were
more likely to vote for the candidate because of it.

Only 5% of liberal Democrats would vote for Schwarzenegger,
but he has the vote of 16% of moderates in that party. Fourteen
percent of moderate Democrats said they supported Ueberroth,
so again it will be interesting to see where those votes go now
that the candidate has withdrawn.

The famous bodybuilder and actor has a strong following
among Republican women, half of whom said they would vote
for him, compared to 40% of Republican men.

Likely voters split 45% to 44% over whether Schwarzenegger
is an outsider who can bring needed reform to Sacramento, but
about two in three agreed that he has tried to avoid taking public
positions on important issues.

Schwarzenegger has agreed to participate in only one debate
during the campaign, preferring to rely on advertising and media
attention. It doesn’t seem that this strategy has hurt him too
badly so far. More than half of likely voters said that
Schwarzenegger’s avoidance of the other debates will make no
difference to them when it comes time to vote, although just over
two in five said it makes them less likely to vote for him.

About a third of likely voters overall consider themselves lib-
erals, while 38% say they are conservative and 26% see them-
selves as moderate. While Bustamante and McClintock are seen
by approximately half of voters as being respectively to the left
and to the right of them politically, Schwarzenegger seems to
have positioned himself squarely in the middle. Even though
Schwarzenegger has avoided taking stances on many issues so
far in the campaign, only one in 10 cannot place him in the >
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spectrum of political ideology compared to themselves. Just over
three in ten likely voters say he is more liberal than they are, a
third see him as more conservative and 26% say he is just the
same. Seven in ten liberals see him as being to the right of them
while 24% think he is either the same, or more liberal than they
are. Six in 10 conservatives see him as being to the left of where
they stand, while nearly a third see him as being the same or
more conservative than themselves. Moderates aren’t as certain.
One in five moderate likely voters think he is to their left, 25%
think he is to their right, 38% see him as the same as they are
and 17% just aren’t sure.

Schwarzenegger’s support is strongest in the southern
California region outside Los Angeles where 31% would vote for
him compared to 25% for Bustamante and 21% for McClintock;
and even stronger in the Central Valley where he leads the field
39% to McClintock’s 21% and Bustamante’s 20%. If he can con-
tinue the trends of increasing support among moderates, Latinos
and union households, and can increase his share of the conser-
vative vote, the state could see this candidate moving upward in
the polls.

State Senator Tom McClintock

The vote for conservative GOP state senator Tom McClintock
has risen from a 12% share in the August survey to 18% today.
His support is strongest among conservatives, among whom he is
tied 38% to 39% with Schwarzenegger, and among conservative
Republicans where he only trails the actor and businessman by 5
percentage points.

McClintock does not have the name recognition of either of
the other candidates, but overall he is seen in a positive light and
as people have gotten to know him, his positive rating has
increased. More than two in five likely voters didn’t know
enough about him to say if their opinion of him was positive or
negative in the Times Poll taken three weeks ago but in the cur-
rent survey that percentage dropped to 31% while his favorable
rating has risen from 34% then, to 46% today. Nearly four out of
five conservatives view McClintock favorably, while 87% of con-
servative Republicans think well of him, too. More than a third
of moderate Democrats and 42% of moderate likely voters in
general view him favorably. Thirteen percent of Latinos would
vote for McClintock.

More than half (54%) of all likely voters agreed when read a
statement that asserted McClintock is straightforward and says
what he believes even if it unpopular. A plurality also said that
the conservative candidate is too politically conservative to have
a realistic chance of being elected. Forty-four percent agreed
with that statement, while 25% disagreed.

Just under three in four self-described liberal likely voters,
50% of moderates and 26% of conservatives see McClintock as
being right of them politically. Fifty-three percent of conserva-
tives, and 56% of conservative Republicans say that he is about
they same as they are in the ideological spectrum. Conservatives
made up 35% of the electorate in the governor election in
November 2002, according to the Los Angeles Times exit poll.

Some Republicans have put pressure on McClintock to step
aside so that Schwarzenegger might take the lead over
Bustamante, but the conservative candidate has been adamant
that he will not drop out of the race. This survey shows that
McClintock’s support grows as his name recognition has
increased and he is giving the actor a run for his money among
the powerful conservative base of the Republican party in this
state.

Analysis by SUSAN PINKUS AND JILL DARLING RICHARDSON
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SELECTED RESULTS FROM THE TIMES POLL
CALIFORNIA SURVEY
Sept. 6-10, 2003

(A full summary of results will be available at a
later date through the Los Angeles Times Poll)

GUIDE TO COLUMN HEADINGS
LV All likely voters

DeEM Registered Democrat likely voters

IND  Registered independents (“declined-to-state”) and
members of minor parties who are likely voters

Rep  Registered Republican likely voters

LB Politically liberal likely voters

Mobp Politically moderate likely voters

CoN  Politically conservative likely voters

MEeN Male likely voters

WoM Female likely voters

WHT Non-Hispanic whites who are likely voters

Lar  Latinos who are likely voters

Note: Peter Ueberroth announced that he was dropping out of
the governor’s race on Tues., Sept. 9, while this survey was in
the field.

Q1: Do you think things in California are generally going in
the right direction or are they seriously off on the wrong
track?

Among Likely Voters ——
Lie Mob CoNn MEN WoMm

LV DeM Inp Rep LB Mobp CoN MEN
Right direction 19 24 23 10 31 18 9 17 21
Wrong track 74 65 68 87 57 75 88 76 71

Don’t know 7 n1 9 3 12 7 3 7 8

Q2: Do you approve or disapprove of the way Gray Davis is

handling his job as governor?

Among Likely Voters ——
Lis Mob CoN MEN WoMm

LV Dem INno Rep LiB Mob CoN MEN
Approve 34 57 36 10 62 35 9 30 38
Disapprove 63 38 62 90 33 61 91 68 S8
Don’t know 3 5§ 2 - 5 4 - 2 4

(Q5-Q49 ASKED OF REGISTERED VOTERS ONLY)
QS5: There will be a special election to recall Governor Davis
on October 7th. The recall ballot measure will consist of two
parts. The first part will be a YES or NO vote on whether to
recall the governor. The second part will list candidates run-
ning to replace Davis if he is recalled.

If the October 7th special recall election were being held today,
would you vote YES to recall Governor Davis or would you
vote NO, not to recall Governor Davis? (INCLUDES LEANERS)

Among Likely Voters ——
Lie Mob CoNn MEN WoMm

LV Dem Inp Rep LB CoN MEN

Vote yes 50 19 50 83 16 43 8 57 43
Vote no 47 79 47 15 82 53 13 41 54
Haven’t heard

enough (Vol.) 1 - 2 1 - 1 1 - 1
Don’t know 2 2 1 1 2 3 1 2 2

Among
Likely Voters
WHT LAT

Vote yes 53 53
Vote no 44 41
Haven’t heard enough (Vol.) 1 1
Don’t know 2 5
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(ASKED ONLY OF VOTERS WHO WILL VOTE ON RECALL)

Q6: How certain is your vote (to recall/not to recall) Gray
Davis as governor?

(ASKED OF VOTERS WHO SAID THEY WOULD VOTE YES) Will
you definitely vote YES to recall Governor Davis or are you
still considering your options?

(ASKED OF VOTERS WHO SAID THEY WOULD VOTE NO) Will
you definitely vote NO to not recall Governor Davis or are
you still considering your options?

Among Likely Voters

LV Dem Ino Rep LB Mobp CoN MEN Wom

Definitely vote yes 49 17 49 83 15 43 84 55 43
Yes: still considering 2 2 2 2 1 2 2 3 1

Definitely vote no 4 75 41 12 78 51 9 36 52
No: still considering 4 5 8 3 4 4 5 6 3
Don’t know 11 - - 2 - - - 1

As you know, there are many candidates on the ballot. I am
going to read the names of some of the major candidates run-
ning to replace Governor Davis if he is recalled. Please tell
me, after hearing their names mentioned, if you plan to vote
for one of them. If you plan to vote for someone else, you can
tell me that, too.

Q8: If the special recall election were being held today and
these were the candidates, for whom would you vote:
Lieutenant Governor Cruz Bustamante, a Democrat; state
Senator Tom McClintock, a Republican; actor and business-
man Arnold Schwarzenegger, a Republican; financial invest-
ment advisor Peter Miguel Camejo, a Green Party candidate;
columnist and author Arianna Huffington, an independent;
or businessman and Olympics advisor Peter Ueberroth, a
Republican; for whom would you vote: Bustamante or
McClintock or Schwarzenegger or Camejo or Huffington or
Ueberroth or would you vote for someone else or would you
not vote for any candidate?

(INCLUDES LEANERS)

Among Likely Voters

LV DeM IND LB Mobp CoN MEN WoMm

REP

Bustamante 30 57 24 4 58 29 7 26 35
Schwarzenegger 25 10 14 45 10 21 38 23 26
McClintock 18 4 28 31 2 10 39 23 12
Ueberroth* 8 8 5 9 5 13 8 9 7
Huffington 3 3 7 1 5 4 - 3 3
Camejo 2 2 4 - 3 3 - 2 2
Someone else 1 1 5 - 3 1 - 1 2
Wouldn’t vote 8§ 11 7 5 10 12 3 8 8
Haven’t heard

enough (Vol.) 1 - 2 1 1 2 1 1
Don’t know 4 3 6 3 3 6 3 4 4

Among
Likely Voters
WHT Lar

Bustamante 27 47
Schwarzenegger 26 29
McClintock 20 13
Ueberroth* 9 1
Huffington 3 4
Camejo 2 -
Someone else 1 -
Wouldn’t vote 6 3
Haven’t heard enough (Vol.) 1 2
Don’t know 5 1

* Ueberroth dropped out of the race Sept. 9.

(ASKED OF VOTERS WHO CHOSE A CANDIDATE)
Q9: How certain are you to vote for that candidate? Will you
definitely vote for that candidate, probably vote for that can-
didate or are you still considering your choices?

Among Likely Voters

LV Dem InD Lie Mob CoNn MEN WoMm

REP
Definitely 57 67 60 47 68 50 52 61 52
Probably 18 14 17 22 15 18 20 16 19
Still considering 25 19 23 31 17 32 28 23 28
Don’t know - - - - - - - - 1
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Q10: You mentioned you were voting for (name of candidate).
What is the main reason why you are voting for your candi-
date? (ACCEPTED UP TO TWO REPLIES) (TOP FOUR RESPONS-
ES SHOWN)

Among Likely Voters ———
LiB Mob CoN MEN Wowm

LV Dem Ino Rep LB Mob CoN MEN
Experienced/Qualified 13 17 7 11 14 15 12 13 13
Democrat 12 24 6 1 23 13 1 9 14
Shares my values 11 10 25 8 12 7 14 14 8
Strong leader § 8 7 9 8 11 7 7 9

(ASKED OF ALL REGISTERED VOTERS)

Q11: Regardless of whether you are voting for governor in
the October recall election or not, are you satisfied with the
choices for governor or do you wish there were other candi-
dates to choose from?

Among Likely Voters ——
LiB Mob CoN MEN Wom

LV DeM Ino Rep LB Mob CoN MEN
Satisfied 65 62 60 70 61 59 71 66 63
Wish other choices 27 29 32 23 28 31 25 28 27
Don’t know 8 9 8 7 11 10 4 6 10

Q12: What one issue or problem in California would you say
is most important for the governor to address? (ACCEPTED
UP TO TWO REPLIES) (TOP FOUR RESPONSES SHOWN)

Among Likely Voters

LV Dem IND LB Mob CoN MEN Wom

REP
Budget deficit 34 28 42 38 30 27 40 38 30
Education 26 33 22 19 36 26 16 18 34
Economy 21 22 19 20 22 22 20 21 20
Immigration 11 8 7 16 4 9 19 13 9

Q13: When you make up your mind about which candidate
to vote for in an election, which is more important to you: the
candidate’s character and leadership ability, or where the
candidate stands on the issues?

Among Likely Voters

LV DeM IND LB Mobp CoN MEN WoMm

REP
Character 30 26 37 33 24 31 34 33 27
Issues 46 57 41 34 60 44 36 44 48
Both (Vol.) 22 15 20 31 15 23 27 20 24
Depends (Vol.) - 1 - - - - - 1 -
Don’t know 2 1 2 2 1 2 3 2 1

Q14: Some voters have a specific issue that is so important to
them that they will only consider voting for candidates who
share their view. What about you? Is there any one issue that
is so important to you that you will only consider voting for a
candidate who shares your view on that issue? (IF YES) What
is that issue? (IF ABORTION) Would you only consider voting
for a candidate who supports abortion rights or one who
opposes abortion rights? (TOP SIX RESPONSES SHOWN)

Among Likely Voters

LV Dem IND LB Mob CoN MEN Wom

REP
No issue 66 62 64 72 63 68 69 64 69
Supports abortionrights § 7 4 3 7 6 2 2 8
Education 4 3 11 4 5 5 4 3 6
Budget deficit 3 3 2 3 2 2 4 4 2
Immigration 3 3 1 3 3 2 3 3 2
Tax increases 3 31 3 - 1 7 5 1
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I am now going to read you some phrases which could apply
to any of the candidates in this recall election or to Governor
Davis. After I read each one, please tell me whether you think
it applies more to Cruz Bustamante, or more to Arnold
Schwarzenegger, or more to Tom McClintock, or more to
Peter Ueberroth, or more to Gray Davis. If you do not think
they apply to any of them, you can tell me that, too (CANDI-
DATE NAMES ROTATED). First...

(QUESTION ORDER AND CANDIDATE NAMES ROTATED IN
Q15-Q17)

Q15: He has the best experience for the job: Does this apply
more to Cruz Bustamante, or more to Arnold
Schwarzenegger, or more to Tom McClintock, or more to
Peter Ueberroth,* or more to Gray Davis?

Among Likely Voters

LV DemM IND LB Mob CoN MEN Wom

REP
Bustamante 20 30 13 12 23 23 14 23 17
Schwarzenegger 1 -1 3 - 1 2 2 1
McClintock 25 6 30 45 4 15 52 31 19
Ueberroth 7 4 8 9 4 10 8 9 5
Davis 35 54 39 13 61 38 11 28 43
All of them (Vol.) 1 - - 2 - - 1 - 1
None of them (Vol.) 4 3 1 6 3 5 3 4 3
Don’t know 7 3 8 10 5 8 9 3 1

* Ueberroth dropped out of the race Sept. 9.

Q16: He will be a strong leader for the state: Does this apply
more to Cruz Bustamante, or more to Arnold
Schwarzenegger, or more to Tom McClintock, or more to
Peter Ueberroth,* or more to Gray Davis?

Among Likely Voters

LV Dem InD Lie Mob CoNn MEN WoMm

REP
Bustamante 14 24 16 2 25 12 5 12 16
Schwarzenegger 23 10 15 40 14 22 32 23 22
McClintock 20 8 33 28 3 14 38 25 14
Ueberroth 13 12 9 17 8 16 16 15 11
Davis 18 32 12 5 33 21 3 15 22
All of them (Vol.) 1 - - 2 1 - 1 1 1
None of them (Vol.) 6 9 8 1 11 6 1 5 7
Don’t know s 5§ 7 5 5 9 4 4 7

* Ueberroth dropped out of the race Sept. 9.

Q17: He will reduce the influence of special interests in
Sacramento: Does this apply more to Cruz Bustamante, or
more to Arnold Schwarzenegger, or more to Tom
McClintock, or more to Peter Ueberroth,* or more to Gray
Davis?

Among Likely Voters ——
LiB Mob CoN MEN Wom

LV DEm Ino Rep LB Mob CoN MEN Wom

Bustamante 7 13 6 3 14 5 2 6 9
Schwarzenegger 42 25 40 63 20 42 62 50 33
McClintock § 3 11 13 3 4 16 9 7
Ueberroth 12 15 11 8 12 20 6 15 9
Davis 511 3 - 122 5 1 3 8
All of them (Vol.) 1 - 4 1 1 - 1 - 2
None of them (Vol.) 14 23 11 4 20 12 4 10 17
Don’t know 1 10 14 8 12 12 8 7 15
* Ueberroth dropped out of the race Sept. 9.

Q18: In your opinion, do you think Arnold Schwarzenegger
has the character and integrity to be governor of California,
or not?

Among Likely Voters ———
LiB Mob CoN MEN Wom

LV Dem Inp Rep LB Mob CoN MEN
Yes 52 27 51 79 26 50 76 56 47
No 40 61 42 16 63 42 18 37 43

Don’t know 8§ 12 7 5 11 8 6 7 10

© Los Angeles Times 2003. All rights reserved.

Los Angeles Times Poll/California/Sept. 6-10, 2003

I’m going to read you the names of the candidates again, and
for each one, could you tell me whether you think that candi-
date is politically more liberal than you are, more conserva-
tive than you are or is about the same as you are politically?

(Q19-Q23 ROTATED)

Q19: Would you say Gray Davis is politically more liberal
than you are, more conservative than you are or is Davis
about the same as you are politically?

Among Likely Voters

LV DemM IND LB Mob CoN MEN Wom

REP
More liberal 50 25 40 83 15 47 83 56 44
More conservative 16 24 20 4 33 11 5 13 19
About the same 27 46 27 7 49 30 5 23 32
Don’t know 7 5 13 6 3 12 7 8 5

Q20: Would you say Cruz Bustamante is politically more lib-
eral than you are, more conservative than you are or is
Bustamante about the same as you are politically?

Among Likely Voters

LV DeM IND LB Mob CoN MEN WoMm

REP
More liberal 53 29 44 8 19 51 8 59 47
More conservative 10 15 13 3 22 8 2 10 10
About the same 26 45 28 6 49 26 6 24 28
Don’t know 11 11 15 6 10 15 7 7 15

Q21: Would you say Arnold Schwarzenegger is politically
more liberal than you are, more conservative than you are or
is Schwarzenegger about the same as you are politically?

Among Likely Voters

LV Dem IND LB Mob CoN MEN Wom

REP
More liberal 31 11 34 54 9 19 61 36 25
More conservative 33 59 29 6 70 25 4 30 36
About the same 26 18 28 34 15 38 28 27 26
Don’t know 10 12 9 6 6 18 7 7 13

Q22: Would you say Tom McClintock is politically more lib-
eral than you are, more conservative than you are or is
McClintock about the same as you are politically?

Among Likely Voters ——
LiB Mob CoN MEN Wom

LV Div Inp Rep Lz Mop Con Mex
More liberal 5 4 9 4 1 6 7 6 4
More conservative 48 64 38 34 72 50 26 44 51
About the same 27 8 35 46 6 17 53 32 23
Don’t know 20 24 18 16 21 27 14 18 22

Q24: How interested have you been in following the recall
campaign to replace Governor Davis?

Among Likely Voters

LV Dem IND LB Mob CoN MEN Wom

REP
Interested (Net) 98 98 99 98 98 98 99 99 98
Very interested 63 61 57 67 57 63 66 67 S8
Somewhat interested 36 37 43 31 41 35 33 32 40
Uninterested (Net) 2 2 - 2 2 2 1 1 2
Somewhat uninterested — - - 1 - - 1 - 1
Very uninterested 1 2 1 2 2 - 1 1

Don’t know 1 - -

(Q30-Q34 ROTATED)

Q30: What is your impression of Gray Davis?

Among Likely Voters

LV DeM IND LB Mobp CoN MEN WoMm

REP
Favorable 39 65 35 12 68 40 11 33 44
Unfavorable 60 33 63 88 30 58 89 66 54
Haven’t heard enough - - - - - 1 - - -
Don’t know 1 2 2 - 2 1 - 1 2

Q31: What is your impression of Cruz Bustamante?

——— Among Likely Voters ——
LV Dem Inp Rep LiB Mob CoN MEN WoM

Favorable 41 67 39 13 70 39 16 37 44

Unfavorable 50 22 50 80 17 48 80 56 43

Haven’theardenough 7 7 5 7 7 11 4 6 8

Don’t know 2 4 6 - 6 2 - 1 5
=
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Q32: What is your impression of Arnold Schwarzenegger?
Among Likely Voters

LV Dem Ino Rep LiB Mob CoNn MEN Wom
Favorable 52 25 52 83 21 49 82 58 45
Unfavorable 38 62 36 14 68 36 13 34 44
Haven’t heardenough 6 9 2 2 6 10 2 6 6
Don’t know 4 4 10 1 5 5 3 2 5

Q33: What is your impression of Tom McClintock?

Among Likely Voters ——
MEN Wom

LV DemM Ino Rep LB Mob CoN MEN
Favorable 46 19 46 77 14 42 79 51 42
Unfavorable 23 37 25 7 4 21 6 24 22
Haven’t heard enough 27 42 22 13 38 33 13 23 31
Don’t know 4 2 7 3 4 4 2 2 5

Q35: If Lt. Gov. Cruz Bustamante becomes governor of
California, he will be the first Latino governor in the state of
California since 1875. Does knowing that Bustamante would
be the first Latino governor in 128 years make you more or
less likely to vote for him or does it not make much differ-
ence in your vote one way or the other?

——— Among Likely Voters ——
LV Dem Inp Rep LiB Mob CoN MEN WoMm

More likely 10 17 14 1 20 8 3 9 12
No difference 85 79 83 92 78 89 88 86 83
Less likely 4 3 3 6 2 3 7 4 4
Don’t know 1 1 - 1 - - 2 1 1
Among
Likely Voters
Whr Lat
More likely 7 25
No difference 87 73
Less likely 5 2
Don’t know 1 -

Q36: Former Gov. Pete Wilson and many of the top advisors
from his administration are now advising Arnold
Schwarzenegger in his campaign to replace Gray Davis as
governor. Does knowing this fact make you more or less like-
ly to vote for Schwarzenegger or does it not make much dif-
ference one way or the other?

Among Likely Voters

LV DEM Ino Rep LB Mob CoN MEN Wom
More likely 13 6 9 25 3 9 25 13 14
No difference 49 36 61 60 35 46 64 50 48
Less likely 37 57 30 15 61 45 10 36 37
Don’t know 1 1 - - 1 - 1 1 1
Among
Likely Voters
WHT LAT
More likely 15 18
No difference 53 31
Less likely 31 51
Don’t know 1 -

Q37: Proposition 13 — the property tax initiative that passed
in 1978 — limits the rate at which property taxes in
California are allowed to increase. Some candidates cam-
paigning to replace Gray Davis as governor argue that the
state budget would be more stable if Proposition 13 were
amended to allow taxes on commercial properties to increase
while not changing Prop. 13 tax rates for homeowners. Those
opposed to raising property taxes argue the state should be
able to balance its budget without raising any property taxes.
Would you be in favor of or opposed to amending
Proposition 13 to allow commercial property taxes to
increase?

———— Among Likely Voters
LV Dem Inp Rep LiB Mob CoN MEN WoMm

In favor 37 46 44 21 56 38 19 33 40
Opposed 55 45 50 69 35 57 72 63 47
Don’t know 8§ 9 6 10 9 5 9 4 13
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Now I am going to read some comments that have been made
about several of the candidates campaigning to replace Gray
Davis as governor, and some comments about Gray Davis.
Some people agree with these comments while others do not.
Please tell me for each one whether you agree or disagree
with the comment. If you haven’t heard enough about them
to say you can tell me that, too. First...

(Q38-Q41 ROTATED)

Q38: Arnold Schwarzenegger is an outsider who could bring

needed reform to Sacramento. Do you agree or disagree with

that comment, or haven’t you heard enough about that to say?
Among Likely Voters

LV Dem Ino Rep LiB Mob CoNn MEN Wom
Agree 45 23 42 71 22 34 72 49 40
Disagree 4 65 43 21 67 52 18 41 48
Haven’t heardenough 9 10 13 5§ 9 11 8 8 10
Don’t know 2 2 2 3 2 3 2 2 2

Q39: Cruz Bustamante is in touch with the needs and prob-

lems of average Californians. Do you agree or disagree with

that comment, or haven’t you heard enough about that to say?
Among Likely Voters

LV Dem Ino Rep LiB Mob CoN MEN Wom
Agree 43 61 39 25 65 49 22 40 47
Disagree 39 20 40 61 15 31 66 46 32
Haven’t heard enough 15 15 19 11 16 16 11 13 16
Don’t know 3 4 2 3 4 4 1 1 5

Q40: Tom McClintock is straightforward and says what he
believes even if it is unpopular. Do you agree or disagree with
that comment, or haven’t you heard enough about that to say?

Among Likely Voters ———
LiB Mob CoN MEN Wom

LV Dem INno Rer LB CoN MEN
Agree 54 38 56 72 39 51 71 63 45
Disagree 6 10 6 2 12 6 2 7 6
Haven’t heard enough 34 46 33 20 41 38 23 27 40
Don’t know 6 6 5 6 8 5 4 3 9

Q41: Gray Davis increased money for California’s schools
and deserves some of the credit for improvement in student
test scores. Do you agree or disagree with that comment, or
haven’t you heard enough about that to say?

Among Likely Voters

LV Dem Ino Rep LiB Mob CoN MEN Wom
Agree 44 62 46 23 69 45 22 42 46
Disagree 40 25 40 59 20 36 62 42 38
Haven’t heard enough 11 9 13 12 6 16 11 14 9
Don’t know 5 4 1 6 5 3 5 2 7

(Q42-Q45 ROTATED)

Q42: Arnold Schwarzenegger has tried to avoid taking public
positions on important issues. Do you agree or disagree with
that comment, or haven’t you heard enough about that to say?

———— Among Likely Voters ——
LV Dem Inp Rep LiB Mob CoN MEN WoM

Agree 67 76 64 59 76 66 61 70 65
Disagree 23 16 22 33 18 24 27 20 27
Haven’t heardenough 8 7 9 7 6 8 9 8 7
Don’t know 2 1 5 1 - 2 3 2 1

Q43: Cruz Bustamante has been too much a part of Gray
Davis’ administration to solve the problems in Sacramento.
Do you agree or disagree with that comment, or haven’t you
heard enough about that to say?

Among Likely Voters

LV Dem Ino Rep LiB Mob CoN MEN Wom
Agree 46 27 46 70 19 41 75 50 42
Disagree 43 60 44 23 68 45 18 43 43
Haven’t heardenough 7 9 9 4 8 9 5 5§ 10
Don’t know 4 4 1 3 5 5 2 2 5
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Q44: Tom McClintock is too politically conservative to have a
realistic chance of being elected governor. Do you agree or
disagree with that comment, or haven’t you heard enough
about that to say?

Among Likely Voters

LV Dem IND Lis Mob CoN MEN Wom

REP
Agree 4 50 36 41 54 4 36 47 41
Disagree 25 14 35 35 9 25 39 30 19
Haven’t heard enough 26 32 27 17 32 26 19 21 32
Don’t know 5 4 2 7 5 5 6 2 8

Q45: Gray Davis spends too much time raising campaign
funds and not enough time working on the state’s problems.
Do you agree or disagree with that comment, or haven’t you
heard enough about that to say?

Among Likely Voters ——
LiB Mob CoN MEN Wom

LV Dem INno Rep LB Mob CoN MEN
Agree 58 41 60 76 41 53 78 64 53
Disagree 27 45 27 7 43 32 7 23 30
Haven’t heard enough 11 9 9 12 10 11 11 11 11
Don’t know 4 5 4 5 6 4 4 2 6

Q45A: Most of the major candidates in the recall election
have agreed to participate in several televised debates.
Arnold Schwarzenegger did not take part in the first debate
(on Wednesday/last week) and has said that he will only par-
ticipate in one of them. Does knowing this fact make you
more or less likely to vote for Schwarzenegger or does it not
make much difference one way or the other?

———— Among Likely Voters ——
LV DemM Inp Rep LiB Mob CoN MEN Wom

More likely 31 4 4 3 2 2 2 3
No difference 55 43 47 72 36 53 73 56 54
Less likely 42 56 49 24 61 45 25 42 43

Q46: Generally speaking, would you say you favor smaller
government with fewer services or larger government with
many services?

Among Likely Voters ——
REp LB Mop CoN MEN WoMm

8 21 55 85 64 45
8 65 27 10 27 41
14 18 5 9 14

LV Dem IND

Smaller government 55 29 49
Larger government 34 55 37
Don’t know 11 16 14 6

Q47: Generally speaking, where are you getting most of your
information about the recall election and the candidates run-
ning to replace Governor Davis? (ACCEPTED UP TO THREE
REPLIES)

Among Likely Voters

LV Dem IND Lis Mob CoNn MEN Wom

REP
Newspapers 61 62 59 61 67 59 58 61 62
TV 61 61 52 64 56 67 60 60 61
Radio 26 26 32 24 24 19 31 29 22
Internet 13 11 16 15 15 14 11 15 10
Friends and family 2 2 1 2 2 4 2 1 4
Magazines 5 6 9 4 6 6 4 4 7
All sources (Vol.) 2 2 - 3 2 4 1 2 3
Other 3 3 1 4 4 1 4 1 5

Tables compiled by Ray ENsLow
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NOTES

All answer frequencies are given in percentages.

Totals may exceed 100% in questions where more than one response
was accepted. Totals may be less than 100% where some answer
categories are not shown.

“— 7 indicates less than 0.5%.

The wording of some questions has been abridged.

How THE PoLL WAS CONDUCTED

The Times Poll contacted 2,249 California adults, including
1,553 registered voters and 922 voters considered likely to turn
out on October 7th. The survey was conducted by telephone
Sept. 6-10. An additional random sample* of the state was also
conducted over the same period and added to the sample which
brought the total number of Latino likely voters in the survey to
121. The entire sample of adults was weighted slightly to con-
form with census figures for sex, race, age and education as well
as to registration figures provided by the secretary of state. The
margin of sampling error for likely voters is 3 percentage points
in either direction; among Latinos it is 9 percentage points.
Surveys conducted during busy campaign seasons are also sub-
ject to influence by news events; for example, Peter Ueberroth
retired from the race on Tues. while this survey was being con-
ducted. Poll results can also be affected by factors such as ques-
tion wording and the order in which questions are presented.
Telephone numbers for Times Poll samples are randomly select-
ed from the set of all telephone exchanges in the state, which
allows all Calif. residents equal chance of being contacted with-
out regard to listed or unlisted numbers or their presence on reg-
istered voter lists. Interviews were conducted in English and
Spanish. All racial and ethnic groups are proportionally repre-
sented in this survey even when there may not be enough in the
sample to be specifically mentioned.

* Field work for the random Latino sample was conducted by Datascension of
Brea, Calif.

Times Poll results are also on the World Wide Web at
www.latimes.com/timespoll.

EnND

Page 8



