Gov. Schwarzenegger's Communications Director Matt David Issues Statement Following Court Order Regarding Furloughs 

Governor Schwarzenegger's Communications Director Matt David today issued a statement following a court order regarding the Governor's Executive Order to reduce state payroll:

"The court's order is clear and confirms the Governor's authority to implement furloughs during a fiscal emergency. 

"The Governor believes we must do everything we can to cut back government spending, including state payroll. The Governor's furloughs will save over a billion dollars and avoid laying off thousands of state workers during these challenging economic times.

"State employees throughout California are hardworking public servants who play a vital role in providing government services to Californians, but as businesses and families across the state are cutting back to make ends meet - so must government."

Governor Schwarzenegger on the record:

· Governor Schwarzenegger: "Our Recommendation Was Furloughs ... Rather Than Laying People Off." "To me, labor has the choice -- and I made this very clear -- that they can help us in making the decision on how we save the $1.4 billion. So our recommendation was furloughs, where everyone takes a little haircut rather than laying people off. That's the last thing I want to do, is lay people off. So it's their decision now." (Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger, Speech, Sacramento Press Club, 01/28/09)
·   Governor: "I Have The Authority As The Governor To, If They Don't Go Along With The Furlough, To Lay Off The Amount Of People Necessary So We Have A Savings." "The fact of the matter is, in the end, I have the authority as the governor to, if they don't go along with the furlough, to lay off the amount of people necessary so we have a savings of $1.4 billion. So that's what I will do." (Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger, Speech, Sacramento Press Club, 01/28/09)
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