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	MEDIA ADVISORY

MEG WHITMAN SAYS STATE LEADERS SHOULD CUT STATE WORKFORCE TO ADDRESS  BUDGET CRISIS 
For Immediate Release
Tuesday, May 12 2009
 


WHITMAN URGES SLASHING STATE BUREAUCRACY

LONG BEACH - Meg Whitman, Republican candidate for Governor, today urged state leaders to immediately slash nearly 10 percent of California state government's workforce in response to the staggering new budget deficit estimates. "We haven't looked hard enough at where we can cut. We can lay off 20,000 to 30,000 state employees while prioritizing public safety and teachers,'' Whitman said in a speech to the Long Beach Chamber of Commerce. Gov. Schwarzenegger told legislators this week that because of dramatic declines in state revenue the state budget deficit will grow from the previous estimate of $8 billion to $15 billion, even if voters pass the propositions on next Tuesday's Special Election ballot. That amount will increase to more than $21 billion if voters turn down the initiatives. The governor and legislators have warned of dire cuts in education and public safety budgets, and the governor even has suggested saving money by releasing 40,000 inmates should Propositions 1A-F fail. Whitman is opposed to Propositions 1A, B and C and to any early release of inmates. Whitman supports Propositions 1D, E and F. Added Whitman, "We shouldn't have to lay off teachers, we need to lay off bureaucrats."
#                 #                  #
 

Meg Whitman, 52, retired from eBay in March 2008 following a decade with the company. She helped eBay grow from 30 employees and a $4 million in revenue to more than 15,000 employees, almost $8 billion in revenue, and a network of 12 million users in California alone. Before eBay, Whitman distinguished herself in leadership positions with Procter & Gamble, Bain & Company, Disney, Stride Rite Corporation, FTD, and Hasbro. On February 9, 2009, she announced the formation of her Exploratory Committee for Governor of California. 
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