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State workers air radio ads:
Gov’s trail of broken promises
After months of relentless attacks by the governor and a trail of broken promises, SEIU Local 1000 began a campaign today aimed directly at Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger’s legacy of broken promises and failed leadership. 

The campaign launch includes statewide radio ads casting Schwarzenegger as a governor who will be remembered not for what he accomplished but for what he promised then walked away from – including a contract with SEIU Local 1000 that would save the state $340 million.

“When you break your word you have nothing left, there’s no trust,” said Local 1000 President Yvonne Walker.  “We’re going to hold this governor accountable and will continue this campaign until he lives up to his word.” 

In February, the governor’s negotiators signed an agreement with Local 1000 that would save the state $340 million. But almost immediately, the Schwarzenegger broke his word and, contrary to the agreement, began implementing mandatory furloughs. Behind the scenes, the governor urged legislators not to ratify Local 1000’s new contract. As a consequence, the contract bill failed to obtain the required two-thirds vote for passage.

 “When the fiscal crisis slammed into California, those workers stepped up and negotiated a contact with the governor saving California hundreds of millions of dollars,” Local 1000’s ad states. “But Schwarzenegger broke his word…He’s refusing to support the agreement he negotiated. Governor, keep your word.  That’s what real leaders do.  Support the contract you negotiated.”

Service Employees International Union Local 1000, California’s largest union of state employees, is the exclusive representative of more than 95,000 workers, including the overwhelming majority of white collar professionals, clerical workers, auditors, information technology professionals, teachers, printers, librarians, custodians, nurses and other health care professionals.
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