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SEIU Local 1000 President Yvonne Walker responds to the furlough reports

Response to both reports

“We’ve known all the way along that the Governor’s furlough scheme is a disaster for California and both the UC Berkeley report and the Senate report document how furloughs are costing the state more money than they save,” said SEIU Local 1000 President Yvonne Walker.  “It’s clear from these studies that Gov. Schwarzenegger implemented furloughs without researching the long-term costs created by furloughing state employees.”   

Response to the UC Berkeley report

 “The UC Berkeley report shows that if the governor had kept the agreement he reached with Local 1000 and limited furloughs to one day a month, the state would have saved more money than forcing three furloughs days a month on state employees,” said SEIU Local 1000 President Yvonne Walker. “This study proves that the governor hurt California taxpayers by recklessly breaking his promise and walking away from the contract we signed in February.”

Response to the Senate report

“The report by the Senate Office of Oversight & Outcomes details the many expensive new problems that furloughs create in staffing prisons, mental hospitals and developmental centers,” SEIU Local 1000 President Yvonne Walker said. “The Senate report proves the governor’s furlough scheme was poorly planned and badly managed in state institutions that require 24-hour a day staffing. The governor never thought this through.”   

Service Employees International Union Local 1000, California’s largest union of state employees, is the exclusive representative of more than 95,000 workers, including the overwhelming majority of white collar professionals, clerical workers, auditors, information technology professionals, teachers, printers, librarians, custodians, nurses and other health care professionals.
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