On Nov. 5, Ken Hamidi tried to forcibly enter and disrupt a meeting at SEIU Local 1000 in Sacramento. Local 1000 employees politely asked him to leave the premises several times. He refused, became belligerent and verbally abusive. He pushed past a female employee and entered the building. He then tried to disrupt the meeting, which involved about 20, mostly female, state employees. Hamidi tried to knee another Local 1000 employee who barred him from disrupting the meeting. Hamidi then hit that employee. After he became physically abusive, Hamidi was restrained and escorted out of the building.
SEIU Local 1000 called police for assistance. Several witnesses at the meeting made statements to police. SEIU Local 1000 is cooperating with the police investigation. 

Ken Hamidi has a history of disrupting Local 1000 meetings. On many occasions he has been asked to leave SEIU meetings and police have had to be called because of Hamidi’s conduct. 

After Hamidi finished a distant third in his bid for the Local 1000 presidency in 2008, he initiated an effort to decertify SEIU Local 1000 and replace it with a group he founded. Since February, he has not been a member of Local 1000. He has posted numerous videos in which he attacks the union in speeches and mock interviews. These include segments in which he dresses as a priest and pretends he is hearing mock “confessions” from Local 1000 members.

Prior to joining state service, Hamidi was involved in a long legal battle with his former employer – Intel – which had fired him. In the 1990s he sent thousands of e-mails to Intel employees criticizing the company’s management. When the company tried to block him from sending mass e-mails, he showed up at Intel headquarters on a white horse, according to media reports at the time.  He also ran for governor in the 2003 recall special election as a libertarian and came in 40th place, receiving 1,946 votes out of nearly nine million ballots cast, according to the California Secretary of State’s Office.  
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