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AFSCME Position on Schwarzenegger’s May 2010 Revise
Inadequate & Unacceptable Leadership Again Characterize California State Budget Saga

SACRAMENTO, CA—The American Federation of State & County Municipal Employees (AFSCME) finds Arnold Schwarzenegger’s latest budget revision for the 2010-2011 fiscal year completely unacceptable.

In a cynical attempt to revive a series of discredited proposals rejected during last year’s budget negotiations, Schwarzenegger is again calling for the complete elimination of a slate of public service programs responsible for maintaining parity and progress in the Golden State, and which a majority of voters support.

This should come as no surprise to any casual observer of the state’s budget process.

California has a structural deficit that is directly related to the unwillingness of both Democrats and Republicans to raise revenues over the short term and to create new revenue sources over the long term. 

“This is unacceptable for California to have this kind of leadership,” said AFSCME Assistant Political Director Willie Pelote.  “The governor and legislature have been promising to fix the state’s structural deficit for years now, but under Schwarzenegger’s watch our budget deficit has actually grown by about $81 billion.” 

Over the last two years, AFSCME has called on the legislature and the administration to hold town halls and budget hearings at the county level in order to allow all Californians to participate in the decisions that will affect the Golden State’s future. 

The legislature’s failure to act in this regard has set up yet another sequel in Sacramento’s ongoing saga of budget apocalypse whose logical end is the wholesale dismantling of the world’s eighth largest economy and the dismemberment of the nation’s premiere infrastructure for the investment of human capital. 

“The legislature needs to reject these latest proposals by the governor and hold hearings in Republican districts that will allow real people to come out and talk about the impact these budget cuts will have on their communities,” continued Pelote.  “The public needs to be educated about just how bad things are, and then they need the opportunity to communicate how they want their tax dollars to be brought back into the general fund.”
AFSCME estimates that California taxpayers could save almost $39 billion immediately by ending private contracting in state government, repealing the tax breaks given to multinational corporations in exchange for passage of the 2009 state budget, and slashing the state’s ineffective enterprise zone program.
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