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After California Voters Call Loudly for Change, 

SEIU Says Try Something New:
Permanent Revenues to Protect our State

Sacramento, CA -- Courtni Pugh, Executive Director, SEIU California State Council released the following statement today as the Governor announced this year’s state budget deficit has grown to $11.2 billion and called a special legislative session:

 "The Governor's announcement today that the state's estimated budget deficit has grown to $11.2 paints a stark picture of what California will look like if our leaders do not step forward to reverse the startling declines in investment in education, health care, infrastructure and other critical needs. 

"While the governor has finally, correctly, attributed the looming budget gap to insufficient revenues, he is unfortunately again using the budget crisis to attack the hard-working men and women who are California’s economic engine.  Cutting the pay of thousands of workers at this time of economic insecurity is the wrong thing to do for working families and for our economy.”

“And at the same time the Governor says families need more help paying their mortgages, he proposes devastating cuts to public services which will make it harder for families to keep a roof over their heads, put food on the table, and contribute to an economy that is already on its knees."

“Tuesday, California voters spoke loudly and clearly for change to this 'business as usual' approach to our persistent budget crisis that forces kids, seniors, and people with disabilities to pay the price for political gridlock year after year.  

 "These times represent a test of leadership. There is no question that the right course for our people and our economy must include real, sustainable revenues to protect seniors, children, families, and people with disabilities.  Leading economists have stated clearly that during this serious economic downturn, a tax increase that invests in education, infrastructure, and other vital services is preferable to cutting government

spending which will further contract our economy.  

"During a contraction, it's especially critical for state government to continue to function, support local economies, invest in our future, and maintain confidence. We cannot do that without new permanent revenues."
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