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GOOD AFTERNOON LOCAL 1000…

TODAY THE SACRAMENTO BEE ANNOUNCED THE GOVERNOR IS SEEKING A FIVE PERCENT PAY CUT FROM STATE EMPLOYEES.  AND IF HE DOESN’T GET LEGISLATIVE APPROVAL…HE WILL INSTITUTE A FOURTH FURLOUGH DAY.

LOCAL 1000 HAS BEEN FIGHTING ON ALL FRONTS TO PROTECT OUR PAY…BENEFITS AND VITAL STATE SERVICES WE PROVIDE.

WE’VE LOBBIED LEGISLATORS IN THEIR HOME OFFICES AND IN THE CAPITOL WITH VISITS…WE’VE CALLED THEM AND SENT FAXES.  WE LOBBIED THE GOVERNOR AND SIGNED PETITIONS LETTING HIM KNOW HOW WE FEEL.
IN THE COURTS…WE HAVE FOUR LAWSUITS CHALLENGING THE GOVERNORS AUTHORITY FOR FURLOUGHS.
OUR UNION RESOURCE CENTER IS PROCESSING THOUSANDS OF GRIEVANCES CHALLENGING OVERTIME…FURLOUGHS AND LAYOFFS.

AND IN THE WORKSITES…YOU’VE STEPPED UP WITH ACTIONS UP AND DOWN THE STATE.  AND WE HAD A RALLY JULY FIRST AT THE CAPITOL WHERE WE SAID ENOUGH.

WE NEGOTIATED A CONTRACT THAT REDUCED FURLOUGHS TO ONE DAY…INCREASED THE STATES HEALTH CARE PAYMENTS…GUARANTEED HOLIDAYS AND PROVIDED THE STRONGEST LAYOFF PROTECTION IN STATE HISTORY.

AT THE SAME TIME WE SAVED THE STATE 340-MILLION DOLLARS…WHICH COULD INCREASE TO MORE THAN A BILLION DOLLARS IF IT WERE APPLIED TO ALL BARGAINING UNITS.

WE’VE IDENTIFIED 34-POINT-7 BILLION DOLLARS IN SAVINGS IF THE STATE ELIMINATED PRIVATE VENDOR CONTRACTS.

THE GOVERNOR’S TWO FURLOUGH THAT AMOUNT TO A 10 PERCENT PAY CUT WAS BAD ENOUGH.   HE’S SIGNED AN EXECUTIVE ORDER FOR A THIRD FURLOUGH DAY…AND WE’VE REACHED OUR TIPPING POINT.  
EVERYDAY I GET CALLS FROM PEOPLE WHO CAN’T PAY THEIR BILLS AND HAVE TO DECIDE BETWEEN BUYING GROCERIES OR PAYING FOR THEIR MEDICATION.

PEOPLE ARE IN TEARS SAYING THEY CAN’T AFFORD THEIR MORTGAGE.

LOCAL 1000…WE’VE HAD ENOUGH.

YEARS AGO…WHEN THIS GOVERNOR RAN FOR OFFICE…HE PLEDGED TO BE A DIFFERENT KIND OF LEADER…PROMISING TO CLEAN UP THE MESS IN SACRAMENTO…STOP THE SPECIAL INTERESTS AND BLOW UP THE BOXES.  INSTEAD…HE’S BEEN BLOWING US UP.
HE PAID BACK HIS WALL STREET BUDDIES WITH TAX BREAKS…LUCRATIVE CONTRACTS AND SPECIAL ACCESS TO PRIVATE PARTIES.
HE COULD’VE CLOSED THE TAX LOOPHOLES THAT ONLY BENEFIT GIANT CORPORATIONS AND THE SUPER-RICH. HE COULD HAVE ENDED PRIVATE OUTSOURCING CONTRACTS.
INSTEAD…HE CLOSED HEALTH CLINICS AND D-M-V OFFICES…HE’S DISMANTLING HIGHER EDUCATION AND CUTTING PROGRAMS THAT BENEFIT OUR SENIORS AND CHILDREN.

THIS GOVERNOR SAYS HE DOESN’T WANT TO RAISE TAXES TO FIX THE BUDGET.  HE SAYS EVERYONE HAS TO FEEL THE PAIN.  
WELL IF HE DOESN’T LIKE TAXES…THE HE SHOULD END FURLOUGHS…BECAUSE THAT’S ALL THESE FURLOUGHS ARE…THEY’RE A TAX ON YOU AND ME…IT’S CALLED A FURLOUGH TAX

OUR ROADS ARE CRUMBLING.  OUR PARKS ARE CLOSING.  PUBLIC SAFETY IS COMPROMISED.
AND THIS GOVERNOR HAS THE AUDACITY TO LABEL ALL OF US AS THE PROBLEM.

HE’S USING HIS POLITICAL MACHINE TO CREATE A SMOKE SCREEN AROUND HIS MISSING LEADERSHIP.

HE’S LAUNCHED A RELENTLESS ASSAULT ON STATE SERVICES AND THE PEOPLE WHO PROVIDE THOSE SERVICES.
HE’S CALLED US A SPECIAL INTEREST.  OUR SPECIAL INTEREST IS PROTECTING CALIFORNIA.  ITS PROTECTING ROADS… RIVERS…VETERANS AND OUR CHILDREN.

HE DOESN’T KNOW THE KIND OF WORK WE DO OR THE PEOPLE WE SERVE.  
HE SAYS HE’S NOT STRESSED.  HE GOES HOME EVERY NIGHT…LIGHTS A STOGIE AND GETS IN THE JACUZZI.

WHO DOES THIS GOVERNOR SERVE?  OBVIOUSLY… ITS NOT CALIFORNIA.  

WHILE WE’RE WONDERING HOW WE’RE GOING TO PAY NEXT MONTHS BILLS AND KEEP OUR HOMES AND PROVIDE FOR OUR CHILDREN…HE’S SERVING WALL STREET-TYPES AND BIG OIL TYCOONS WHO SHARE HIS CIGAR TENT.

I SAY…ENOUGH IS ENOUGH.  ITS TIME TO GET THIS GOVERNORS ATTENTION.
THIS AFTERNOON THE LOCAL 1000 COUNCIL VOTED UNANIMOUSLY TO AUTHORIZE CONCERTED ACTIONS UP TO AND INCLUDING A STRIKE…IF NECESSARY 
IN THE NEXT TWO WEEKS…WE’LL BE GOING OUT TO ALL AREAS THROUGHOUT THE STATE SO THAT YOU…THE MEMBERS…CAN AFFIRM WHAT THE LOCAL 1000 COUNCIL HAS AUTHORIZED.
I KNOW THIS WILL NOT BE EASY.

IT WILL REQUIRE US TO STEP OUT OF OUR COMFORT ZONES.  BUT WE HAVE TO GET THE GOVERNORS ATTENTION…WE HAVE TO GET THE PUBLICS ATTENTION AND MORE IMPORTANTLY LET THEM KNOW WE’RE TAXPAYERS…JUST LIKE THEM.
I’M ASKING YOU…LOCAL 1000 TO JOIN ME IN THIS FIGHT.  ITS TIME TO HIT THE GOVERNOR BACK IN HIS UNILATERAL ATTEMPTS TO MAKE US PAWNS IN HIS POLITICAL GAME.  
ITS TIME FOR US TO FIGHT AND THIS FIGHT STARTS NOW.

